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BFrom July 21 (Sat) to July 30 (Mon), 10 students and 3 chaperones
from Tsuyama City went to Santa Fe, New Mexico to participate in
the summer camp organized by Santa Fe School for the Arts and

Sciences.
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Day1 Saturday, July 21
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WAt the departure meeting, Mr Miyaji, Mayor of
Tsuyama City as well as the president of our
organization, encouraged us the participants as
the students said good-bye to their parents. At the
airport in San Francisco, entering the country
made us all nervous. We went through Customs
in a rush as we had so little time left to catch the
next flight. Everyone had to dash to the gate and
literally jumped on the plane. We were relieved
for a moment but soon many of us felt sick as the
flight took off. At last we arrived at Santa Fe
School where all our host families were waiting.
What a long day it was!
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Sunday, July 22
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Knock, knock! (£33 Who's there?) Alligator.
(£ 3% Alligator who?) Alligator-gozaimashita.
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M After spending the day with our host families,
we went to the welcoming party in the evening.
We sang “The only flower in the world” and
“Country Roads.” Also we tried to make an
English/Japanese pun but weren’t sure if people
got it! “Knock, knock!(us)” “Who's there?
(audience)” “Alligator! (us)” “Alligator who?
(audience)”  “Alligator-gozaimashita (alligator
sounds like arigato, thank you in Japanese, so
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Monday, July 23
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B The second day on the summer camp, we did
horseback riding! We tried riding across the hills
with the horses in line. Some of us were so
jetlagged from the trip that we couldn’t help
falling asleep as the horses rocked us back and
forth. As he knew something about animal
therapy, one of the chaperones chose the “fast
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B The first day on the summer camp, we were put
into teams of four and had to complete 12 tasks in
the town center going around different shops
surrounding the square called the Plaza. For one
of the tasks, we had to find the most expensive
item in a shop and take a photo. One group went
to a jeweler who took out a diamond ring worth
4,500 dollars (about 3,6 million yen with the
exchange rate of 1 dollar to 80 yen) for us!
Another task was to find out the official name of
the city Santa Fe. Isn’t it Santa Fe, New Mexico or
the longer one, La Villa Real de la Santa Fé de San
Francisco de Asis ?

running” course to relax many of the nervous
students who were all new to horseback riding.
The other two chaperones weren't sure if it was
the right choice, for everyone was breaking into a
cold sweat!
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Day 5 Wednesday, July 25
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M The third day on the summer camp, we went to
the Santa Fe Mountain Center to play some outdoor
games and do tight rope walking. The intention
behind this activity was that the participants get
pushed out of their comfort zone and be thrown
into a completely new context where they have to
work with strangers in a different language. We
were expected to challenge our limitations and
bring forth new qualities in us.

During the tightrope walking activity, two on the
ground held the hands of the ones crossing the rope.
We tried to focus on the task 100 % being told that
our friends’ lives depended on us. The ones up in
the air were stuck with their legs shaking. Even
when they managed to stand up, they couldn’t
bring themselves to take a step forward. They must
have felt so supported feeling the warmth and
strength of their friends’” hands from underneath.
As they reached the end, they grabbed the finish
rope! We experienced the real meanings of
cooperation and trust in this activity.

The chaperones watched the students shaking with
fear with a sense of relief knowing that they didn’t
have to do it!
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Day 6 Thursday, July 26
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B On the 4th day of the summer camp, we did
rafting! Five to six people got into a raft together
and maneuvered themselves through the rocks.
Starting off quite smoothly, it didn’t look like we
were going to get completely soaked. Maybe we
didn’t have to wear the swimsuits as we were
told...but we did get wet in the end! We got
splashed by the other rafts! Paddles were used in
many different ways. All the students jumped into
the river when okayed at the end. Suddenly the
whole area was covered by Kappas (mischievous
Japanese folk story creatures who live in rivers) in
life jackets! The cool water felt good on the heated
skin and with the rocky cliffs and an old mine
nearby it set the scene for a Western movie! But why
was it that one of the chaperones wore fabric
sneakers for this activity?
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M1t was the 5th and last day of the summer camp.
It was supposed to be an exciting day out, but the
room was full of girls in tears. We decided to have
time for everyone to share their feelings of
appreciation for each other, but, feeling too
emotional, hardly any words came out. Those who
managed to wring out a few words said, “the people
in Santa Fe tried to understand my poor English,”
and “People tried to talk to me in Japanese.”

After we cried to our heart’s content, we went to buy
some souvenirs at local shops. With our friends’
help, we managed to give the right change at the till
(American coins don’t have the numbers on them).
Now it was time to say goodbye. Some of us cried
again and some of us hugged our host families as we
said farewell to them and some even got inside the
coach...are you coming to Japan with us!?
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We arrived in Albuquerque. We went to a Japanese
restaurant called Japanese Kitchen. We were allowed
to order anything we liked...udon(Japanese fat
noodles in a soup), sushi and tempura, etc. Despite
being told that they would charge us for miso soup
but not for the juice, he had 5 or 6 bowls of miso
soup!
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BWe had to get up at 3 am to go to San Francisco
even though we watched the opening ceremony of
the London Olympic Games until late the night
before. We enjoyed sightseeing in San Francisco. At
Iunchtime, some of us were eyeing the salad on the
next table ordered by some Japanese tourists. Yes,
we should’ve ordered some leafy vegetable dishes!
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BWe all arrived safely back in Tsuyama! Did it
take some time to get used to the humid weather
coming back from rather cool San Francisco?
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Thank you so much to everyone who supported us throughout the tour
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Despite the fact that the students all came from different
schools and age groups, they got on very well. I hope that
everyone will keep in touch as a group. Sometimes, their4

observation was so spot on that I felt like I was learning from
them. I think I could share the joy with the parents through
Facebook. The chaperones, Mr Shogo Nakanishi and Ms
Keiko Yanagimoto taught me a lot and thanks to them, we
were able to finish the program without any accidents. In
addition, Mr. Ebara, Director of our organization, organized
the participants’ meals, the rental cars, the accommodation
and the party for those involved in the program and paid
attention to the smallest details in each preparation process.
I'am truly grateful for all that you have done for us.

I'would also like to express my appreciation to Rayna, the
Headteacher, Arin, Gary and Noriko, the teachers and all the
other staff at Santa Fe School for the Arts and Sciences. Also
my thanks goes to Shari at Monte del Sol Charter School and
Mayor Coss along with all the people who welcomed and
looked after us. Last but not least, I would like to thank all
the host families who warmly and patiently took care of us
during our stay. My apologies if I caused you any occasional
trouble. You were all wonderful hosts who interacted with
the students from Tsuyama City transcending the differences
of language and culture and provided us with many
unforgettable memories. Thank you so much to you all in
Santa Fe! By Kumi Okamoto



